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1. Overview of the Academic Transition

Transitioning from an M.Sc. in Microbiology to a Ph.D. in Political Science or International Relations (IR) in
India is entirely permissible under UGC regulations. Universities actively encourage interdisciplinary research
where scientific domain knowledge intersects with global policy, security, and governance frameworks.

2. Key Interdisciplinary Research Facets

Your scientific background acts as a significant advantage in the following specialized fields:

« Vaccine Policy & Diplomacy: Analyzing the geopolitical impact of global vaccine supply chains, vaccine
nationalism, and initiatives like India's Vaccine Maitri. Your core understanding of production scale,
cold-chain logistics, and clinical workflows enhances policy evaluations.

e Global Health Governance: Researching how bodies like the WHO, GAVI, and individual nation-states
coordinate or clash over international regulations, structural health crises, and Antimicrobial Resistance
(AMR) policy.

e Biopolitics & Biosecurity: Studying state mechanisms of control over biological life—such as lockdowns,
mandatory immunization rules, health data tracking, and national safety frameworks against biological
warfare.

3. UGC-NET Eligibility Matrix (Age: 35, Category: General)

Based on current guidelines for a 35-year-old male candidate under the General Category:

Category / Objective Age Limit Status Eligibility & Path

Ph.D. Admission Only No Upper Age Limit Fully Eligible. Score remains valid for direct institutional doctoral interviews.
Assistant Professor Eligibility =~ No Upper Age Limit Fully Eligible. Valid for lectureship applications nationwide.
Junior Research Fellowship (JRAYlax 30 Years Not Eligible due to age constraint for General Category males.

4. Direct Institutional Pathways (Alternative to NET)

If you choose to bypass the national-level UGC-NET exam, you can utilize direct institutional entrance tracks.
Major universities offer independent pathways via their own entrance networks:

* Research Entrance Tests (RET / CRET): Central and State institutions (e.g., BHU, Jadavpur University)
conduct independent doctoral entrance screens, followed by a research interview.



e Target Institutions: Premier avenues including Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU - Center for Social
Medicine and Community Health), South Asian University (SAU), and O.P. Jindal Global University (JSIA)
actively look for candidates bringing hard science competencies to policy challenges.
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